
APPLICA TION NQ, 
10/648,240 


filing d ate 

08/27/2003 


7590 


FIRST NAMED INVE NTOR 
Werner Groitl 


12/27/2004 

SS PRIC E. HOLMAN & STERN 
Washington, DC 20004 


bnOK^YDOCKETNO.T^^^- 
P69080US0 ^ ~ 


c 


EXAMINER 


BIDWELL, JAMES R 


ART UNIT 


3651 

DATE MAILED: 12/27/2004 


| PAPER NUMBER 


Please find below and/or attache *n n*r 

«*- an Offi* concem . ng ^ w|icatjon ^ 


PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 


Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/648,240 


GROITL, WERNER 


£SH ? ^?^- K: ^^ ,W - 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b) 9 date ° f th,S "^""nication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1® Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 September 2004 

2a)U This action is FINAL ™rvl tkic , Z ' 

oxm Qi„on*h- r 2b) £3 This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)B Claim® ijg is/are pending in the application 

an CliwT 3b0Ve d3im(S) iS/are WithdfaWn from ^deration. 

&;U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) U18 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 -H Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

s«> *. ..ached de,a»ed Office acta ,„, , * „ , he ^ ^ m ^ 
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1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-692) 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) I23 Informahon Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SR/ns. 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 11-18-03 A L^n? °' PT0/SB/08 ) 
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" r6minded mh ° propCT la "W « 'orma. for an abstract of the 

paragra^h^raSrerwSe 3 !° a 

the abstract not exceed 150wordsinle^n h ^ ,S 150words ' »» Important that 

given inte SKSSSfJSi Sno^rSS^ Sh ° U ' d not repeal ™™ a «°" 
disclosure concerns i '"CSosum d^^h^* 03 " implied ' sucn as ' ' 
describes," etc disclosure defined by this invention," 'The disclosure 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the lateral coverings of 
claim 14 must be shown or the feature^ canceled from the clalm(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Claims 6, 7 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for fai.ing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

It appears as if claim 6 should depend from claim 5 in order to provide antecedent 
basis for "the two central drives" 

tn .he test line of claim 7 there is lack of antecedent basis for the turning moment". 
Claim 16 is grammatically incorrect and confusing. 
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Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additiona. replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of 
the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 8-15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Adams (U.S. Patent 3,513,960). 
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Adams shows in Figure 4 a conveying line divided into several sections 10, 12 which 
may be independently driven from the other section having a central drive 28 and a 
coupling 48. 

Re claim 2, sections 10 and 12 are identical. 

Re claim 4, shown are rollers 14. 

Re claim 8, shown is a chain drive 42. 

Re claim 9, rollers 14 are interconnected by chain 18. 

Re claim 10, the sections may be driven or not driven, ie. on or off. 

Re claim 1 1 , if a section is off at least one roller in that section is off. 

Re claim 12, couplings 48 are mechanical. 

Re claim 13, suitable sized chain is used. 

Re claim 1 4, several couplings are within one section. 

Re claim 15, the clutches are stationary and have disc. 

Re claim 17, inherent is a pair of frames for the roller ends. 

Re claim 18, a production line is disclosed. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

Claims 3, 5-7 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Adams in view of Kettelson et al. (U.S. Patent 5,485,91 1 ). 
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Adams does no. show e continuous dtive shaft. However, shown Py Kettelson e, ai 
is jus. such a shaft 45. To include a drive shaft instead of a chain woutd have been 
obvious and well within the ski,, of the an as these are we,, known and conventional 
alternate equivalents. 

Re claim 5, Kettelson et a,, also teach two centra, drives 51 which if included on 
Adams would have been obvious in order to increase drive power. 
Re claim 6, the drives 51 are shown on both sides. 
Re claims 7 and 16, shown are spur gears 55 and 56 for coupling. purposes. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to James R 
Bidwell at telephone number (703)308-1 144. 


JRB 


12-22-2004 


